
Unit 3

Modifying HHFA questions



By the end of this unit, you will:

explain what is meant by modifying an HHFA question
explain when a question should be replaced rather than 
modified

list examples of questions with “COUNTRY ADAPT” 
requirements 



Modifying a question

Modifying a question

Making changes to the text of the question in ways that will not 
change the meaning or response options

Can be made in Track Changes within the text of the question



Modifying a question

Modifying a question

delete question insert new country-
specific question

create new country-
specific indicator

If changes to the text of the question will change the meaning:



Modifying a question

Types of questions 

Questions without 
COUNTRY ADAPT

Questions with 
COUNTRY ADAPT

Injectable broad-spectrum
antibiotic for sepsis in mother 
or newborn
[COUNTRY ADAPT]

Have you or any provider(s) received 
training related to newborn sepsis in the 
past 2 years?



Modifying a question

Questions with COUNTRY ADAPT

Some questions will always need adaptation

Some questions will often need adaptation



Questions with COUNTRY ADAPT

Facility code (unique identification code of a facility)

A coding system may already exist; if not, one should be established

Facility codes are pre-loaded into CSPro; data collectors do not need to 
enter them



Questions with COUNTRY ADAPT

Facility location (urban/rural/periurban)

A facility’s designation as urban, rural or peri-urban may be available 
and can be pre-loaded into CSPro

If not available, seek advice from the country’s central statistical 
office



Questions with COUNTRY ADAPT

Type of facility



Questions with COUNTRY ADAPT

Health workforce

The standard HHFA questionnaire 
provides occupational categories 
according to the ISCO-08

Countries may however choose to 
adapt according to their national 
system



Questions with COUNTRY ADAPT

Health workforce

Countries may decide to expand this list

Workforce densities should only be calculated if the HHFA is implemented as a 
census of all facilities.



decide what version(s) will be accepted

decide if hardcopy or softcopy will be accepted

provide name and year of publication

Questions with COUNTRY ADAPT

Guideline name and version

Country must:



Questions with COUNTRY ADAPT

Country-specific medicines

HHFA contains standard lists of tracer items for medicines that are 
part of the WHO EML and guidelines

Survey assesses availability of selected tracer items

Countries should review all medicines to ensure they correspond to 
the national EML and guidelines

Country-specific medicines, “minimum standard”, can be added



Questions with COUNTRY ADAPT

Country-specific medicines

Antiretroviral 
medicines

This list should be customized based on the national first line treatment



Questions with COUNTRY ADAPT

Country-specific medicines

TB 
medicines



Questions with COUNTRY ADAPT

Country-specific medicines

National first-line MDR treatment



Modifying a question

Questions without COUNTRY ADAPT

Most questions do not have COUNTRY 
ADAPT next to them

Questions may require adaptation to 
the country context and needs

Question causing confusion or debate 
must be identified and clarified



Questions without COUNTRY ADAPT

Time periods

Standard for “trained staff”

The country must decide if they want to use 2 years 
as the required time period or change it.



Questions without COUNTRY ADAPT

Different terminology

Labor care guide ≠ partograph

Deleted

Replaced



Questions without COUNTRY ADAPT

Additional explanation

The country-specific age group must be defined.

Inter-country variation regarding the age groups 



Summary

Modifying a question means making changes to the text in ways that 
will not change the meaning or response options

If changes to the question text will change the meaning, the question 
should be deleted and replaced

Some HHFA questions contain the instruction “COUNTRY ADAPT”.

All HHFA questions should be reviewed by the country



You have now completed Unit 3.

Now try the practice exercise and the end of module 
quiz.
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